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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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"Christmas parties" and other festivities do not take priority over serving God as we travel to attend family gatherings. Often, giving on the first day of the week suffers because too much is spent on gifts and merriment. We can allow December- demands to out weigh our responsibility to the Lord if we are not careful. The church must always be put "first" (Matt. 6:33), even at Christmas time. A lot of sinful practices are associated with Christmas. Many parties held during the "Christmas season" involve sinful conduct. Immorality is wrong at any time of the year and "Christmas is no excuse for engaging in such things (Gal. 5:19-20; Titus. 2:12). 


     Since "Christmas" is a holiday, Christians can observe holidays as custom dictates so long as they do not contradict the Bible. One can send greetings, give gifts and the like without doing so to religiously honor December 25th as the birthday of Christ. Observing "Christmas" as a holiday is no more wrong than observing any other civil holiday, as long as we do not attach religious significance to it. A thing can be right in and of it self, but can become wrong when it takes on a spiritual use. The attitudes expressed at the "Christmas season" (giving, greeting one another and being together) are not at all bad".  (From, Back to Basics, magazine by John Isaac Edwards) 


     Lets all enjoy the spirit of the holiday season, while keeping our focus on the truth of God's word. 


On the other hand, if any of the festivities offend one’s conscience, the proper thing to do is not to be involved.	


		Joe Phillips 














    One mother humorously wrote concerning her thankfulness for her family.  She said: “Before children, I was thankful for fresh, organic vegetables.  After children, I am thankful for microwaveable macaroni and cheese.  Before children I was thankful for holistic medicine and natural herbs.  After children, I am thankful for pediatric cough syrup guaranteed to “cause drowsiness” in youngsters.  Before children, I was thankful for a warm, cozy home to share with my husband.  After children, I am thankful for the lock on the bathroom door.”  But then she got serious and said, “Before children I was thankful for my wonderful family.  After children, I really know what it means to be thankful for my family.”


    The Hebrew people had spent forty years wandering in the Sinai and Negev wilderness after being led out of Egypt by a loving God who had promised them a land that flowed with milk and honey.  Moses was an old man about to die and he gave them these last instructions for when they would enter the land and receive God’s promised blessings.  They would enjoy many good things in the new land.  Moses exhorted them to remember to praise and thank God when they had become partakers of those blessings.  What a terrible thing it would have been for them to forget the One who had given them their food, herds and flocks, silver and gold, and fine homes after all the other expressions of His love and mercy he had shown to them





underdeveloped countries.  Perhaps that illustrates that the poor, the hungry, the grieving, and despised depend on God and are more thankful for the blessings they have then we who are so prosperous.


    Third, our greatest need in this Thanksgiving season is to rekindle our sense of dependence upon God.  Where people forget to thank God, they lose their joy and sense of purpose.  We need to count our many blessings one by one.  We need to reflect on what our blessings mean and to remind ourselves how much we owe to the Creator.  A businessman leaving a convention boarded the elevator to head to the airport.  He was in a terrible hurry and the elevator stopped on the seventh floor on the way down.  It seemed to stall and he said, “Come on in.”  No one entered.  He shouted again, “Come on in, I’m going to be late.”  No one entered.  He said it a third time and a blind man with a white cane stepped in.  Embarrassed, the unthinking, unkind, man said, “Oh, Sorry.  How are you?”  And the blind man replied, “Grateful, how are you?”  We all need to remember to be grateful, don’t we?


_____________________________








Give unto the Lord, O you 


mighty ones,


Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 


Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name;


Worship the Lord in the beauty 


of holiness. 





	(Ps 29:1-2)











Remember the Lord


By Colly Caldwell





“When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land which He has given you.  Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today” (Deut. 8:10-11).








One of Rudyard Kipling’s best-known poems was composed on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897.  Titled “Recessional,” the poem expresses pride in the British Empire but warns that it might go the way of all previous nations.  Each of the verses ends with a famous refrain that would serve all mankind well:  “Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet, lest we forget – lest we forget!”  It is easy to forget, isn’t it?  It’s easy to take for granted the blessings that are ours.  Even worse, it’s easy to believe that we somehow deserve these blessings – that somehow we are more virtuous, more enterprising, more deserving than others.


Let me suggest three things.  


     First, we are all very prosperous.  Our Jake is running cross-country for his Academy team.  I heard about a college cross-country meet in which the winner profusely thanked God for letting him win the race.  That was good of him.  He should thank God for the blessings he received in his victory.  But one of the boys who came in behind him was made to wonder if God had something against him for not letting HIM win.  I suppose that is a lesson in remembering that prosperity and success is not always the only sign that God is blessing us.  


    Second, material good rarely draws a person closer to God.  In fact, material well-being often has the exact opposite effect.  It may cause us to forget our dependence upon God. Last week, I mentioned a report that stated that in 1900, 80% of all “Christians” lived in Europe or America.  Today, only 40% live in Europe or America, and 60% live in











What about Christmas?


(Gal. 4: 9-11)


     Throughout the history of Israel, its religious relationship to God was filled with the observance of days and seasons. Much attention was given to the commands governing the observance of these Holy days and God expected them to be observed as He commanded. Under the new covenant, however, there are no commands to observe any day, save the first day of the week. On this day we come together to remember the Lord's death as the early Christians did. (Acts 20: 7) and to worship in song and study and giving of our means. Any other observance of "days" is forbidden by the silence of scripture.


     At this time of year the question often arises, by concerned Christians, “how do we handle the Christmas holidays"? I believe the answer lies within the question, i.e. just as a holiday but not as a Holy day. The modern- -day observance of "Christ-Mass" originated in Catholicism with some pagan trappings attached and is certainly not found in the scriptures. The question remains, nonetheless, can Christians observe this season without violating God’s commands and without suggesting some religious connotation to which they do not hold? The following article addresses the question pretty well and these excerpts are submitted for your consideration.


     "We know for certainty that the Lord's people cannot celebrate "Christmas" as the birthday of Jesus, since we do not know when He was born. “Christmas" is a national holiday and some things are not wrong within themselves. At the same time we must see to it that				
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack is 


recovering from an auto accident; Tyra 


Jones; Mrs. Alice Frasier now in assisted


living. Chris Jackson; Irene Adams;  


James Adams also; David Nash; Elaine Clem;


 June Guyton suffering with back pain for some


time. Bro. Donnie Gilbert’s sister; Donnie 


Gilbert‘s problem with his back; Audrey 


Statham; Melinda Hampson, recovering from


 surgery;  Liz Jackson’s mother awaiting test


results; 


Expecting mothers: Stephanie Adams; Emily


 Clark; Amanda Pink; Megan Borders; Jessica


 Jackson; Alex Bowman; Anna Tramell;


________________________________________





Dec. 1st Women/Elders Meeting


Dec 15th Men/Elders Meeting


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


 Song Leader----Tim Patridge


Lord's Supper---Steven Tramell


   Asst. 1-----Jeff Lacquement 


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Tony Wait


   Asst. 4-----David Byrd


   Asst. 5-----Larry Coots 


2nd Prayer---Woody McClendon


Read Scripture---Bill Scott 


Sermon-------John Gurtler


Announcements—Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Ross Statham 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Sterling Borders


Song Leader---Michael Burke


2nd Prayer---Chantz Adams 


Read Scripture---Perry Betterton


Sermon--------John Gurtler


Lord's Supper---Steven Tramell


Announcements—Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Wes Guyton


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Sam Adams


 Invitation---Cecil Douthitt


 Closing Prayer---Roger Pink





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














